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SPEEDWAY HIGHLIGHTS 


Compiled by 
RICK ELDON 


for 


LINDEN LEWIS LTD. LONDON 


At the commencement of the last season speedway 
racing was very much of an enigma—to promoters, 
riders and to the general sporting public alike: Whether 
or not speedway racing would return to: its former 
niche in the heart of the sporting fraternity was the 
cause of many a sports writer turning to his typewriter. 
Many were the editorials produced on this subject. 
However, with the commencement of the season the 
question answered itself. Record crowds which appeared 
at the beginning-of-season meetings kept up throughout 
the entire season and soon proved that speedway racing 
was back to stay. At Wembley the crowds increased 
steadily, week after week, until the enormous figure 
of 85,000 was reached for a match against West Ham! 

Riders who were relatively unknown, or were second 
strings before the war, leapt into the limelight. Ron 
Clarke, Alec Statham, Ernie Price, Eric French, Bill 
Pitcher, Alf Bottoms and Roy Craighead, to mention 
just a few of them. The riding of Eric Langton, Jack 
Parker, Bill Kitchen, Ron Johnson and Malcolm Craven 
placed them all in the “ ace ” class, whilst Tommy Price’s 
consistently good riding throughout the entire season 
reaped its just reward when he returned an unbeaten 
points score to win the British Speedway Riders’ Cham- 
pionship Final. His terrific starts had to be seen to be 
believed. To me it seemed that he always arrived at 
the first bend five or ten yards ahead of his nearest 
rival. There are those who claim that but for his spill 
in Heat 6, when opposed to Tommy Price, Jack Parker 
would have won the title. Be that as it may, the fact 
remains that it was Tommy Price’s scorching pace that 
forced Jack Parker to do some desperate broadsiding 


and finally to overslide (a spectacle that we rarely see). 
| Continued Page 27 








TOMMY PRICE. 
British Riders’ Speedway Champion, 1946. 


ERIC CHITTY (West Ham). RON JOHNSON (New Cross). 


, And the other 16 finalists 
NORMAN. PARKER (Wimbledon). MALCOLM CRAVEN (\Yest Ham). 











ERIC LANGTON (Belle Vue) 


BILL LONGLEY (Odsal) 


BILL KITCHEN (Wembley). A. STATHAM (Odsal). 








JACK PARKER (Belle Vue). 
WALLY LLOYD (Belle Vue). 
RON CLARKE (Odsal). ERNIE PRICE (Odsal). 





T. ALLOTT (Sheffield). 


F. HODGSON (Middlesbrough). 
JEFF LLOYD (Newcastle). BERT SPENCER (Norwich). 





Position 
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Rider 
Tommy Price 
Bill Kitchen 


"Jack Parker 


Eric Langton 
Malcolm Craven 
Norman Parker 
Eric Chitty 
Frank Hodgson 
Ron Johnson 
Wally Lloyd 
Bert Spencer 
Jeff Lloyd 

Bill Lenglay, 
Ron Clarke 
Tommy Allott 
Ernie Price 


Alec Statham 


Track 
Wembley 
Wembley 
Belle Vue 
Belle Vue 
West Ham 
Wimbledon 
West Ham 
Middlesbro’ 
New Cross 
Belle Vue 
Norwich 
Newcastle 
Odsal 
Odsal 
Sheffield 
Odsal 
Odsal 


Points 
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SCORES AT THE BRITISH RIDERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP, 1946. 
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HOW THEY FARED. DETAILED CHART OF RIDERS AND INDIVIDUAL 
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Bill Kitchen, Wembley’s popular 
skipper. 
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Tommy Price holds off Eric Chitty, 
Eric French and Bob Wells during 
racing at Wembley. 





Eric French (inside) and Geoff Pymar 


(outside) prevent Jeff Lloyd breaking 
through on the inside, 


Wally Lloyd in one of his 
spectacular broadsides. 





A pre-war shot of Jack Milne. 


Harold Jackson (Belle Vue) tries to 
shut out Bill Gilbert and George Wilks 
of Wemblev 











Tommy. Price (Wembley) sticking to 
the white line. 





Pre-war action photo of former New 
Cross idol, George Newton. 


Racing at Wembley, showing Oliver 

Hart on the outside and Alec Statham, 

Bill Kitchen and Bronco Wilson on the 
inside, 





Jack Parker and Bill Kitchen look all 
sét for a spill, whilst Sead — 
tries to go round the outside 
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Halfway round the bend at West Ham, 

with Eric Chitty leading from Cyril 

Anderson, Jack Parker and Arch 
Windmill. 





Oliver Hart (nearest camera), Lloyd 
Goffe, Norman Parker and Dick Harris 
send the cinders flying at Wimbledon. 








Pre-war Harringay shot, with Bluey 

Wilkinson and Tiger Stevenson trying 

to come past Alec Statham. Jack Parker 
is last. 








Spectacular action shot from Wimble- 
don, showing Oliver Hart and Norman 
Parker ‘racing neck and neck. 


New Cross rider, Les Wotton, at speed. 








s seat 


= 
2 
§ 
> 


comes well out of h 


® 
ws 
s 
© 
= 
=] 
2 
— 
a 
= 
= 
© 
u 
= 
[5 
~ 
E 
E 
So 
- 


Jack Parker 
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Eric Langton (nearest camera) gets ail 
set for a fast get-away. 


Ron Johnson (inside) and Eric French 
look all set for a 5—1 win. 











Bob Harrison leading the veteran Colin 


Watson in an A.C.U. match against 
Wembley, with the Wembley pair 
nowhere in sight. 
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Bert Spencer, of Norwich, favours 


foot-trailing style. He was one of the 
most successful of the Northern League 
riders in the 1946 season, and eventu- 
ally qualified for the British Riders’ 
Championship at Wembley. 
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COMING SOON ! ! 


RICK ELDON’S 


“SPEEDWAY SOUVENIR” 


Full’ Team Photographs, Articles, Readers Com- 
petition Articles, “‘ How they reached the Final’’ 
The Perfect Team, Cartoons, Test Matches, Por- 
trait Photographs, Briefs of your Favourites, 
Riders for the Tracks and many other interesting 
facts and articles. Price 2/2 (including postage) 


You can be placed on our mailing list TO-DAY. Complete the Order Form below 
and forward in sealed envelope, enclosing Postal Order and your copy will be 
posted as soon as possible. PUBLICATION DATE JULY 14th 


FREE COMPETITION 
Closing Date, 2nd June, 1947 


Send in an article of 750-1,000 words on any sub- 

ject connected with Speedway. The three best 

will be. published in SPEEDWAY SOUVENIR 

and the writers will receive ONE GUINEA each. 

The ten runners up will receive a free copy of the 
Booklet as a consolation prize. 


To Linden Lewis. Ltd., 44 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4: 
Please place my name on your mailing list for Rick Eldon’s 
SPEEDWAY SOUVENIR. P.O. for. nese ... enclosed 


NAME 





Wilbur Lamoreaux Benny Kaufman 


OLD FAVOURITES 


Cordy Milne 4 Jack Milne 





George Newton 


Joe Abbott 


Vic Duggan Lionel van Praag 











PUBLISHERS’ ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

The publishers wish to thank the following for their kind 
co-operation in the preparation of this booklet:— 

Wembley Stadium for the action photos on pages 9, 11 (bottom), 
13 (bottom), 14, 20 (top), and also for the portrait photographs 
of Bill Kitchen (pages 4 and 7) and George Wilks. (page 28); 
West Ham Stadium for the portrait photographs of Malcolm 
Craven and Eric Chitty (page 3); Wimbledon Stadium for the 
portrait photographs of Norman Parker, Oliver Hart and Lloyd 
Goffe (pages 3 and 28); New Cross Stadium for the photographs 
of Ron Johnson ,and Les Wotton (pages 3 and 38); Sheffield 
Stadium for the photograph of Tommy Allott (page 6); 
Bristol Stadium for the photograph of Billy Hole (page 30); 
Plymouth Stadium for the photograph of Ralph Westwood 
(page 30); British Speedway Riders’ Association for the photo- 
graphs of Wally Lloyd, Jeff Lloyd, Bert Spencer and Jack Parker 
(pages 5, 6 dnd 29); Mr. J. S. Grace (official photographer, 
Odsal Stadium) for the photographs of Ron Clarke and Ernie 
Price (page 5); Mr. Frank Hodgson for his photograph on page 6. 

Our thanks are also due for the kind co-operation of 
Belle Vue, Odsal, Norwich, Newcastle Stadiums, Wally Lloyd of 
Belle Vue, and many others. 
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In the Northern League competition other riders were 
establishing reputations for themselves. Riders such as 
Tiger Hart and the unfortunate Doug. Wells of Bir- 
mingham, Will Lowther and Wal Morton of Glasgow, 
Frank Hodgson and Kid Curtis of Middlesbrough, 
Tommy Allott and Stan Williams of Sheffield, Wilf Jay 
and Bert Spencer of Norwich, and Jeff Lloyd and 
Norman Evans of Newcastle. Out of this batch of 
riders four eventually qualified for the British Riders’ 
Championship at Wembley. The four were: Frank 
Hodgson, Tommy Allott, Bert Spencer and Jeff Lloyd. 
Of these, Frank Hodgson rose to the occasion particu- 
larly well to take 8 points from such distinguished 
company. 

| do wish to point out that the lists of riders | have 
named are not, neither were they intended to be, com- 
plete. So, if your own particular favourite has not been 
named, please accept my apologies for his omission—in 
advance ! 

So much for 1946. What the 1947 season has in store 
for us we do not, as yet, know. The formation of three 
divisions, the re-entry of Southampton and Harringay. 
the come-back of Joe Abbott will ail, | feel sure, help 
to strengthen speedway racing’s grip on the public and 
uphold its claim to be one of the fastest, cleanest and 
most thrilling of all our sports. 

RICK ELDON. 


George Wilks (Wembley) 


Oliver Hart (Wimbledon) 


Lloyd Goffe (Wimbledon) 
Les Wotton (New Cross) 
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British Match Race ‘Champion 


Jack Parker, who through- 
out 1946 showed us speed- 
way racing at its best, well 
earned his title of British 
Match Race Champion. His 
strenuous tussles with Bill 
Kitchen, when relieving the 
latter of the title, and his 
great end-of-the-season races 
against Tommy Price show 
that his title was not won, 
and retained, without a 
fight. 





._Tracks operating in Divisions 1, 2 and 3 in the 1947 
; Speedway season. 


DIVISION 1: 
Belle Vue, New Cross, Odsal, Harringay, Wembley, 
West Ham, Wimbledon. j 


DIVISION 2: 
Birmingham, Glasgow, Middlesbrough, Newcastle, 
Norwich, Bristol, Sheffield, Wigan. 


DIVISION 3: 
Cradley Heath, Eastbourne, Exeter, Hanley, 
Plymouth, Southampton, Tamworth, Wombwell. 
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Ralph Westwood, one of 
Plymouth’s numerous up- 
and-coming starlets. To- 
gether with the rest of the 
Plymouth team he has been 
craving for a chance to enter 
professional racing proper. 
Now that he’s got it, he’s 
going to make sure that it 
takes a more - than - good 
rider to beat him. 
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Billy Hole, a member of 
the Bristol Bulldogs, only 
had his first trial on the 
cinders at Knowle in July, 
1946. By September he had 
established his place in the 
Bristol team. After practis- 
ing constantly throughout 
the winter he should prove 
quite a handful, home and 
away. x 
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TOP POINT SCORERS, NATIONAL LEAGUE, 1946 SEASON. 


« Rider ; Track Matches Point 

a Jack Parker - - - Belle Vue - - 20 - . 217 

j Bill Kieehen) Site ol Ube Pe Ba BS es. gg eR 2a ags 

Eric Chitty - = @ @: West Ham - - 20 - - 203 

Tommy Price - - - Wembley - - 20 . - 199 

Ron Clarke - - - - Odsal - - - 20 - - 184 

Bill Longley - - - Odsal - - - 20 - - 180 

Ron Johnson - - - New Cross” - - 17 - - 179 

George Wilks. - - - Wembley - - 20 - - 179 

Malcolm Craven - - - West Ham - - 20 - - 176 

‘ Alec Statham - - - Odsal - : - 18 - - 172 

Norman Parker - - - Wimbledon - - 17 - - 167 

Geoff Pymar . - - New Cross” - : 19 - - 164 

Wally Lloyd - - - Belle Vue - - 20 - - 159 

Eric Langton - - - Belle Vue - - 14 - : 153 

Mipyd Gare) i es pwn Wambledon,) -h.° « SULOANe ae y Sal 

Oliver Hart - - - Wimbledon - - 20 - - 143 

Les Wotton =»  « New Cross - - 17 - - 137 

Ernie Price - - - - Odsal - - - 18 - - 126 

Bill Pitcher - - - . Belle Vue - - 20 - - 126 

Friar Tuck - - - : Odsal ~ - - 20 - - 117 

Colin Watson - - - West Ham~ - - 13 - - 104 

Eric French - : - New Cross” - - 19 - - 98 

Alf Bottoms - : - Wembley - - 20 - - 964 

' Dick Harris . . - Wimbledon -. - 20 - - 92 
v! 
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NATIONAL LEAGUE, 1946. FINAL TABLE. 





Track Played Home ~ Points Away Points League Pts . 
NA Ane © Ra ceca ha fis ks MBAS ab ay 
WEMBLEY - - 2010 0 0 499 325 8 0 2 439 396 36 
BELLE VUE - - 20 8 0 2 468 368 4 1 5 425 408 25 
ODSAL 3) 926) 2076 i) 4) 13) 454 379) 0'3'"'0 "7° 383" “454 19 
WIMBLEDON - 20 6 0 4 443 390 1 1 8 379 456 15 
NEW CROSS - -20 4 0 6 400 434 3 1 6 349 474 15 
WEST HAM - 20 3°2 5 395,440 1 0,9 355 477 1¢ 


NORTHERN LEAGUE, 1946. FINAL POSITIONS. 


Track Played Home Away Pts. 
Pi vy Cm) aN CD F A League Pts 

MIDDLESBROUGH ZO SB Ob 8B AGL 7228 ie 
SHEEFIELD ei 208-1 8 0 7) BeBe Bold. 28 * 
NORWICH -" +=) 20 8° 0 2° 2 4 7 880. 793 21 
BIRMINGHAM - 20 6 1 3 3 0 7 740 925 19 
NEWCASTLE - -20 6°71 3 2:50 8 803 : B65 17 
GLASGOW - - 20 4 0 62 0 8 811 865 12 


A.C.U. NATIONAL LEAGUE CUP. FINAL TABLr, 


Track Played Home Away Pts. 
PW 8D OW SD iL F A League Pts. 

BELLE VUE - - 10°85, O09 43 00. 2 528) 428 19 
WEMBLEY - - 10 2-4 SOQ TED nd aie 7 S22 ed 16 
NEW CROSS - 10 4 0 1 2 0 3 478 474 14 
ODSAL - - 10 3 UD a eas 93 10 
WIMBLEDON - 0 3 O F 1 0 4 440$ 51T4 9 
WEST HAM -~ - 10 1 0 4 0 0 5 430} 5244 2 
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SLIDING INTO A BEND goes one of your favourite riders. Who is it? If 
= think you recognise him write and tell the Editor, Speedway Gazette, 

s Fleet Street, London, E.C.4, marking your envelope: Name the Rider 
Competition. There is no entry fee, but the first ten correct entries 
opened on June 30 will each receive a photograph of the rider, framed and 


personally autographed, and a cash prize of £1. 
Winners’ names and addresses will be published 
in the Gazette on July 7. < 









BEST SPEEDWAY PAPER 


First with ALL the news 
Full of the Best Pictures 

Every Meeting Reported 
Intimate Interviews with Riders 


At all Newsagents Every Saturday, 4d. 


or direct, post free, from 68, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4 
3 months, 5s. 6d. 6 months 9s. 6d. (saves 1s. 6d.) 
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Pre-war Harringay shot, with Bluey 
Wilkinson and Tiger Stevenson trying 
to come past Alec Statham. Jack Parker 
is last. 


Oliver Hart (nearest. camera), Lloyd 
Goffe, Norman Parker and Dick Harris 
send the cinders flying at Wimbledon. 


